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It’s good to be back with all of you.  Teresa and I had a wonderful two week vacation – and want to thank you for giving us this time away … well, from you.  That’s actually a more sincere “thank you” than it may have sounded like!  We spent a week in New York City with our oldest son Ryan, and then a week back home in Newberg doing all those kinds of house projects that are hard to get done when you’re not on vacation.  It’s a real joy to be back here with you this morning, to worship and fellowship together, and to look into God’s Word together and invite God’s Word to look into us.

Have you ever wondered why all the different parts of the Bible were put together the way they were?  The Bible is made up of 66 books, 1,189 chapters, and 31,173 verses – and the KING JAMES VERSION of the Bible has 773,692 words, and 3,566,480 letters.  And no matter how it may look, none of the Bible was randomly constructed.

God intentionally put together all the various parts of His Word just the way He did, because He knew that this morning you and I would be digging into MARK 9:1-29 … and at the same time He knew all the things you and I are going through in our own individual lives right now, and He knew that the truths of these 29 verses would provide the instruction, the correction, the encouragement, and the pruning we need to read, study, hear, receive, and begin living into in new ways if we’re going to keep moving forward with Jesus in our lives of faith.  Do you see it?

 (
Jesus and His disciples as still in the area called Caesarea Philippi, which was an ancient Roman city, 25 miles 
North
 of the Sea of Galilee on the located on the SW corner of Mt. 
Hermon
.  The city of Caesarea Philippi is long gone, and is now an archaeological site within what’s now commonly referred to as “The Golan Heights.”  Here’s a picture of what part of this city looks like now.  Okay, let’s look at 
MARK 9:1-2a
 …
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MARK 9:1-2a (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

1 And Jesus was saying to them, “Truly I say to you, there are some of those who are standing here who will not taste death until they see the kingdom of God after it has come with power.”
2a Six days later, Jesus took with Him Peter and James and John, and brought them up on a high mountain by themselves …

v. 1 is a wrap up comment to what Jesus said to the crowd and His disciples at the end of MARK 8 … and then v. 2, begins “six days later”.  It’s easy to look at this passage and make the assumption that Jesus took Peter, James, and John up the mountain … most likely, Mt. Hermon, with Him because THEY WERE HIS FAVORITES.  But it could have been because these disciples were the three out of the twelve who were most likely to get into trouble if left unattended, so Jesus wanted to keep them as close to Him as possible so He could keep an eye on them.

Gang, Jesus Christ lets you and me be as close to Him as we want to be.  If we want to settle for a formal, distant relationship with Jesus, He doesn’t demand more.  But if what we want is a personal, intimate relationship with Jesus Christ, then that’s when the new life of transformation between God and us really begins.

In their book Drawing Closer, authors Glen Martin and Diane Ginter identify six distinct stages of spiritual growth and development you and I can choose to go through with God.

1. Holy Sovereign		God is real.
2. Forgiving Savior 	God loves me and is reaching out to me.
3. Loving Father		God always has my best interests in mind,
and won’t ever turn His back on me.
4. Faithful Companion	God wants me to know Him and love Him.
5. Good Friend		God wants my friendship with Him to deepen
and mature.
6. Intimate Friend		God wants to become my closest friend, my
First Love, my Source.

And as we make the choices and the sacrifices required to grow, mature, and transition through these six stages of spiritual intimacy with God, our roots will go down deeper into Him, and the fruit in our lives … in our thoughts, in our words, in our actions, and in our priorities, will be evident to those who know us best, and to even to those who only see us and know us from afar.

Two Sundays ago, guest teacher Fred Allen taught that to grow in Jesus Christ means to ask questions and pursue change.  Some of you here have talked with me this week about the changes Jesus Christ was calling you to through Fred’s teaching about what it means to take on the Mission of Jesus Christ in your life.  And I hope and pray that you’re not forgetting about the things Jesus called you to that morning … and about what you told Him you’re willing to surrender to Him.

Peter, James, and John show themselves throughout all four of the Gospels to be the three of the twelve disciples who were willing to move through these stages of deepening growth and maturity in their relationship with God, willing to let Jesus teach them more about who He was, and more about who they were, and about their need for Him and for the change and healing that only He could bring into their lives.  And I see our FIRST FAITH LESSON here …



FAITH LESSON … 

Jesus lets us be as close to Him as we want … but He isn’t pushy.  Are you growing in your commitment to become more like Jesus, or are you stalled out?

What started as a mountain retreat quickly changed, as the glory of Jesus Christ came out of the box, shined forth, and as Jesus was transfigured right before Peter, James’ and John’s eyes … in an event referred to from that day on as the “transfiguration.”  

We read in MATTHEW 17:2, that Jesus’ face shone like the sun, and both Matthew and Mark use the word transfigured in their Gospels to describe what happened to Jesus … when for this brief moment in time, He took on an appearance more befitting the Messiah, the Emmanuel, God with Us, and the King of Glory, rather than the humble appearance of a Jewish rabbi, and the son of a Nazarene carpenter.
 
Remember the Gospel of Mark is the Jesus story through the eyes of the Apostle Peter and the pen of Peter’s scribe … a man named Mark, and called John Mark five times in The New Testament book of ACTS (cf., ACTS 12:12, 25; 13:5, 13; 15:37).  I love how Mark does his best to describe what Jesus looked like up on Mt. Hermon that day.

MARK 9:2b-3 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

2b … And He was transfigured before them;
3 and His garments became radiant and exceedingly white, as no launderer on earth can whiten them.

It’s easy to picture A KIND OF THESPIAN JESUS here … dramatically backlight, or with a spotlight shining down onto His face straight from heaven.  But what was happening here wasn’t a light shining on Jesus FROM THE OUTSIDE.  Listen to what 20th and 21st Century American Bible teacher, professor, and scholar Warren Wiersbe writes about this in his commentary on MARK entitled, Be Diligent …

“The word transfigured describes a change on the outside that comes from the inside.  It is the opposite of ‘masquerade,’ which is an outward change that doesn’t come from within.”

Gang, the REAL MIRACLE happening up on Mt. Hermon that day WASN’T when Jesus was transfigured and showed Peter, James, and John His real self, His real glory for a few minutes.  No way … no how.  The REAL MIRACLE the disciples saw that day was that Jesus could keep from displaying His real glory all the other days and nights of His three years of public ministry.  The transfiguration wasn’t a NEW MIRACLE … it was THE TEMPORARY PAUSE OF AN ONGOING MIRACLE.  But why did Jesus do this, and why right then?

At the end of MARK 8, Jesus told His disciples He was going to suffer, die on a cross, be buried, and then be raised from the dead.  And as if that wasn’t enough new information to add to what the disciples already knew about Jesus and what was ahead of Him, Jesus told them in MARK 8:34-38 that if they were going to be His disciples, that spiritually speaking, they needed to follow Him in the way of the cross.

Up on Mt. Hermon that day, Jesus wanted His disciples to see that despite the hard things ahead, down the road, and around the corner, He still knew what He was doing … and that even though in the future He was going to be arrested, beaten, rejected, and crucified on a cross … He wanted them to know that He was still God, that He was still in control … and that the goal wasn’t the cross, but that the cross WAS THE PATHWAY TO THE GOAL, and THE GOAL WAS THE GLORY OF GOD.  And then just as all of this was happening, Elijah and Moses showed up to talk with Jesus.

MARK 9:4 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

4 Elijah appeared to them along with Moses; and they were talking with Jesus.

Why these two men?  Because in JUDE 9 we read that Moses represents all the people who die, and go to heaven into the glory of God.  Then in SECOND KINGS 2:11 we discover that Elijah represents all the people who go to heaven without having to die first (cf., FIRST THESSALONIANS 4:13-18).  How nice would that be?  Moses also represents the Law, and Elijah represents the prophets … and together the Law and the prophets sum up the whole message of how God communicated with people in The Old Testament.

And now Moses and Elijah come face-to-face on Mt. Hermon with Jesus Christ, God’s final and eternal choice to bring the people of the world – you and me – back into relationship and fellowship with Him, and the One through whom God would communicate with people from here then on into eternity.

Right in front of their own eyes, Peter, James, and John saw evidence of life beyond this present life.  When they saw Moses and Elijah, they knew that Moses died about 1,400 years earlier, and that Elijah died about 900 years earlier … and yet there they were, alive in glory before them.  Just think how much confidence this gave these disciples that what Jesus had just told them about His resurrection was indeed true.

I also love how the disciples just seemed to know that it was Elijah and Moses because this tells me that we’ll know each other when we get to heaven.  And what do you think they were talking about?  Luke, in his account of this event in LUKE 9, tells us a little bit more about that …

LUKE 9:30-31 (CONTEMPORARY ENGLISH VERSION)

30-31 Suddenly Moses and Elijah were there speaking with Him.  They appeared in heavenly glory and talked about all that Jesus’ death in Jerusalem would mean.

Jesus was sharing His game plan with Moses and Elijah.  Gang, God has always had disciples who were willing to follow Him no matter what.  There are disciples right here.  Are you one?  If you are, turn to the person next to you and say, “I’m a disciple.  God and I talk about things.  We go up the mountain together and He tells me His plans.  I’m learning to see Him as He really is.  Want to join me?”

MARK 9:5-6 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

5 Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us make three tabernacles, one for You, and one for Moses, and one for Elijah.”
6 For he did not know what to answer; for they became terrified. 
 
v. 6 … “they became terrified.”  You think?  Then Peter, never wanting to be left out of a conversation says to Jesus, “Hey, let’s build three tabernacles … one for each of you.”  A tabernacle was a cloth tent or shelter made of tree branches and was also called a “booth” many places in The Old Testament.  And like I’ve told you before in our studies of the Apostle Peter, this part of the story reminds me of a couple things about Peter that remind me of myself, and that maybe will remind you of yourself as well …

1. AT TIMES PETER TALKED WHEN HE SHOULD HAVE LISTENED.
2. AT TIMES PETER SLEPT WHEN HE SHOULD HAVE PRAYED.
3. AT TIMES PETER STEPPED OUT WHEN HE SHOULD HAVE HELD BACK.

For a detailed teaching on these three realities of Peter’s life … and of our lives as followers of Christ today, head over to the Bible Teaching page at www.2ndstreet.org and to the INTRODUCTORY TEACHING ON FIRST PETER.  Suffice to say that up on Mt. Hermon that day, PETER TALKED WHEN HE SHOULD HAVE LISTENED.  I don’t know about you, but I can relate, and here’s the deal … when we’re TALKING WHEN WE SHOULD BE LISTENING, we all too easily miss the joy of participating in God’s plans, and partnering-fully with God in what He’s up to.

MARK 9:7-10 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

7 Then a cloud formed, overshadowing them, and a voice came out of the cloud, “This is My beloved Son, listen to Him!”
8 All at once they looked around and saw no one with them anymore, except Jesus alone. 
9 As they were coming down from the mountain, He gave them orders not to relate to anyone what they had seen, until the Son of Man rose from the dead.
10 They seized upon that statement, discussing with one another what rising from the dead meant.

So while Peter still has his foot in his mouth, God the Father speaks out of a cloud and says, “Don’t put Jesus on the same plane as Elijah and Moses.  Because as great as they are, they’re not in the same league with Jesus.  Be quiet and listen to Him.”  God makes it crystal clear that His Son, Jesus Christ isn’t on the same level as Elijah and Moses, and He commands everyone to listen to Him.  I love with 19th-Century British pastor, teacher, and author, Charles Haddon Spurgeon writes about this …

“There are thousands of priests in the world saying, ‘Hear us’; but the Father says ‘Hear Jesus.’  Many voices clamor for our attention: new philosophies, modern theologies, and old heresies revived, call to us and entreat us to hearken, but the Father says, ‘Hear Jesus.’”

How many times do you and I just need to just be quiet and listen in order to HEAR, UNDERSTAND, and OBEY God’s words, God’s plans, God’s instruction, God’s correction, and God’s embrace?  Yes, being in the presence of God’s glory can be scary … but it’s even scarier WHEN WE’RE TALKING WHEN WE SHOULD BE LISTENING.  And I see our SECOND FAITH LESSON here …

FAITH LESSON … 

We need Jesus Christ to lead us through life – and it won’t happen when we’re not listening, not paying attention, and not consistently and intentionally coming into God’s presence.  Do you see it?

When the transfiguration was over, and they came down the mountain, Peter, James, and John talked about other things they were still trying to figure out … but they did what Jesus told them to do and kept what had happened to themselves – because seriously, who would have believed them?

MARK 9:11-13 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

11 They asked Him, saying, “Why is it that the scribes say that Elijah must come first?”
12 And He said to them, “Elijah does first come and restore all things.  And yet how is it written of the Son of Man that He will suffer many things and be treated with contempt?
13 “But I say to you that Elijah has indeed come, and they did to him whatever they wished, just as it is written of him.”

MALACHI 4:5-6 prophesied that before the Messiah came into the world, the prophet Elijah would first show up.  And the disciples were wondering about this well known, often talked about prophecy.  And while Jesus didn’t clearly spell it out to them here, I believe what He’s saying is that the prophecy of Elijah’s coming had to do with THE MESSIAH’S SECOND COMING, not HIS FIRST COMING … and that Elijah would more than likely come back as one of the two witnesses the Apostle John would write about 60 or 70 years from this time when he wrote The New Testament book of REVELATION … specifically in REVELATION 11:2-13.

And in vv. 14-29 we come to second part of this teaching and receive some powerful instruction from Jesus THAT WITHOUT PRAYER, VERY LITTLE, IF ANYTHING WILL EVER BE ACCOMPLISHED EITHER IN US OR THROUGH US AS HIS FOLLOWERS.  

MARK 9:14-18 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

14 When they came back to the disciples, they saw a large crowd around them, and some scribes arguing with them. 
15 Immediately, when the entire crowd saw Him, they were amazed and began running up to greet Him. 
16 And He asked them, “What are you discussing with them?” 
17 And one of the crowd answered Him, “Teacher, I brought You my son, possessed with a spirit which makes him mute;
18 and whenever it seizes him, it slams him to the ground and he foams at the mouth, and grinds his teeth and stiffens out.  I told Your disciples to cast it out, and they could not do it.”

The Scribes criticized the disciples for their inability to deliver this demon-possessed boy.  Strange, how so many of us tend to talk down THE THINGS WE CAN’T DO.  If these Scribes were the REAL DEAL and the disciples were the POSERS, why didn’t they just deliver this young man?  Friends, when we argue with God, we always lose.  

I have a feeling that this is exactly the kind of situation Peter, James, and John wanted to avoid by staying up on the mountain with Jesus.  And yet, when these three guys came down from Mr. Hermon, just like you and I will have to do when we go home from church today – they had to deal with the next real-life thing that came up … they had the opportunity to find out just how Jesus Christ and their relationship with Him was either going to remain at the center of who they were and at the center of what they were doing, OR if they’d push Jesus Christ out to the periphery and try to live life and even do ministry in their own strength – and then have to live with the consequences of making that short-sighted choice.

ILLUSRATION … This past week I saw a TV special about DEMON POSSESSION.  One of the things they talked about was that when a person is made mute by a demon it’s part of the demon’s strategy to keep control of them … because if the demon possessed person can’t speak the name of the demon and call it out of themselves, then the possession will more than likely continue.  Very interesting.

MARK 9:19-20 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

19 And He answered them and said, “O unbelieving generation, how long shall I be with you?  How long shall I put up with you?  Bring him to Me!”
20 They brought the boy to Him.  When he saw Him, immediately the spirit threw him into a convulsion, and falling to the ground, he began rolling around and foaming at the mouth.

Today we read the descriptions of this boy’s affliction and we might attribute them to neurological or psychological problems.  But Jesus looks at the boy and his symptoms and discerns that he’s demon possessed.  But in the end, this particular case of demon possession was just too much for the disciples to deal with, even though, earlier in this Gospel, back in MARK 6:7, Jesus had given the disciples authority over unclean spirits.

Apparently some demons are stronger than others.  We talked about this reality in our study of EPHESIANS last year.  In EPHESIANS 6:12 we learned there are different rankings of demonic beings … like privates, colonels, and generals … or interns, managers, and CEOs.

MARK 9:21-23 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

21 And He asked his father, “How long has this been happening to him?”  And he said, “From childhood.
22 “It has often thrown him both into the fire and into the water to destroy him.  But if You can do anything, take pity on us and help us!”
23 And Jesus said to him, “‘If You can?’  All things are possible to him who believes.”

Notice when Jesus came near, the demon knew that he was about to get EVICTED, so he wanted to inflict as much extra pain and destruction on this poor little boy as he could before being kicked to the curb.

In v. 22 the father says … But IF You can do anything, take pity on us and help us!”  At first glance it seems like this precious, hurting dad seems unsure IF JESUS can do anything.  But I don’t think the IF is referring to what Jesus could do.  The IF is referring to the man’s faith – to what the level of faith he had left inside of him after trying to do battle with this demon on his sons behalf for so long.  And seeing the father’s lack of hope, and that his faith was about on empty, Jesus lovingly said to him in v. 23, “All things are possible to him who believes.”

Where we get into trouble is when we think that the all things includes every possible thing that could ever happen.  A lot of the “Word of Faith” teachers, which includes about three-fourths of all the Bible teachers on TBN teach that “faith” is some sort of cosmic energy, and if you have enough of this cosmic energy you can spiritually zap anything and make it happen.  And the problem with this kind of thinking and teaching is that we get to thinking is that the power is from us … when the power is in Jesus.

Jesus isn’t giving the disciples a LOCKER-ROOM PEP TALK here like the coach who says to his team during halftime, “You can do ANYTHING if you just put your mind to it”.  The truth is, we can’t do “ANYTHING”.  For instance, I don’t really think any amount of faith or positive confession could make you jump from here to Disneyland.  There are some things that God has no intention of you having or doing.  There is a difference between FAITH and PRESUMPTION.

FAITH knows what God wants and acts on it.  PRESUMPTION guesses what God wants and usually still stays inactive.

And this is why I think that what Jesus is saying here in v. 23 is …

MARK 9:23 (PARAPHRASE)

23 And Jesus said to him, “‘If You can?’  All things that God wants for us are possible if we will only believe.”
MARK 9:24-27 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

24 Immediately the boy’s father cried out and said, “I do believe; help my unbelief.”
25 When Jesus saw that a crowd was rapidly gathering, He rebuked the unclean spirit, saying to it, “You deaf and mute spirit, I command you, come out of him and do not enter him again.”
26 After crying out and throwing him into terrible convulsions, it came out; and the boy became so much like a corpse that most of them said, “He is dead!”
27 But Jesus took him by the hand and raised him; and he got up.

This poor dad believed in Jesus’ power to deliver his son – I mean, he was the one who brought him to Jesus.  But it’s so beautiful how this loving dad also admitted his doubts and surrendered them to Jesus … crying out in v. 24, “I do believe; help my unbelief.”  And with one final ravaging of his poor little son’s body and soul, the demon came out of him.  And I see our THIRD FAITH LESSON here …

FAITH LESSON … 

When Christians come to Jesus with prayer requests, we don’t have to have great faith because Jesus multiplies the faith that we do have and we always end up having enough faith.  

MARK 9:28-29 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

28 When He came into the house, His disciples began questioning Him privately, “Why could we not drive it out?”
29 And He said to them, “This kind cannot come out by anything but prayer.”

Gang, it isn’t that prayer make us more ELEVATED or WORTHY to do the more intense kinds of ministry … it’s just simply that prayer draws us closer into the center of God’s will, closer into the heart of God, and more intimately into partnership with God and into what He’s doing.  Listen to me, prayer doesn’t CREATE partnership with God, it DEMONSTRATES partnership with God.  Again, let’s go back to something written by Bible scholar, pastor, and teacher, Warren Wiersbe …

“The authority that Jesus had given the disciples was effective only if exercised by faith, but faith must be cultivated, grown, and matured through spiritual discipline and devotion.”

Friends, total surrender and dependence ON GOD, AND NOT ON OURSELVES is the remedy for most of our spiritual problems.  In Alcoholics Anonymous they say, “If you’re your own sponsor, you’ve got a fool for a sponsor.”  Likewise, to trust in ourselves, is to be disappointed in ourselves.

Remember that with God anything is possible … and when we have Him in our life we don’t need to worry or fear.  Believe in Jesus and ask Him to increase your faith to believe Him MORE.  Let’s close this morning’s teaching with a reminder of what faith is.  FIRST, faith is trusting in something you don’t see … it’s knowing in your heart that what God has promised, He will do, even when it doesn’t look like it will happen.

HEBREWS 11:1 (NEW LIVING TRANSLATION)

1 What is faith?  It is the confident assurance that what we hope for is going to happen.  It is the evidence of things we cannot yet see.

SECOND, faith is something that pleases God … and God loves it when we trust Him.

HEBREWS 11:6 (NEW LIVING TRANSLATION)

6 Without faith no one can please God.  Anyone who comes to God must believe that He is real and that He rewards those who truly want to find Him.

THIRD, we come into relationship with God through the act of faith.  God has done wonderful things for us in sending Jesus Christ to die for us … and the way God’s grace gets turned into salvation for us is through our faith, through trusting in Him.

EPHESIANS 2:8 (CONTEMPORARY ENGLISH VERSION)

8 You were saved by faith in God, who treats us much better than we deserve.  This is God’s gift to you, and not anything you have done on your own.
.
God loves planting His ideas into the hearts and minds of His people.  For some of us, when God whispers an idea to us, our initial response is a timid, and emphatic, “Oh I could never do that!”  But the issue isn’t what you or I are capable of doing, but whether or not we’ll trust God from the moment He plants an idea, a leading, a vision, a purpose, and a mission in our heart through to the completion of it.

So often we think, “God doesn’t ever call me to lead worship or to teach Bible studies.  So why should I fast or pray?”  And out of this mistaken place of feeling we’re not important or useful, we push aside the leadings God brings to us, or we give up to quickly after some initial excitement about what God’s spoken into our hearts.  

But once a year, or once every five years, or once in a lifetime an opportunity comes our way that is essential, important — an opportunity to move in the miraculous, to see salvation come alive, really come alive, in us or through us.  Something exceedingly important could take place, but we’re IMPOTENT and POWERLESS because we haven’t been praying, fasting, reading the Word, or seeking the Lord.

As a dad, I have no option than to maintain a life of prayer because I never know when the plans of the enemy will strike one of my kids.  Because he has, he does, and he will.  And as a Believer, I have no recourse than to maintain a close walk with God because I never know the next conversation that will open up before me at the grocery story, or in the park with a neighbor, that will impact them for eternity.
[bookmark: _GoBack]“But I’ve never been used by God like that,” you might say.  “But you might have the greatest opportunity for earth-shaking, life-changing ministry in the next moment, or the next hour, or the next day … and that’s why every single one of us needs to get ready and stay ready.”

NEXT SUNDAY, GREGG WILL TEACH THROUGH MARK 9:30-50.  COME PRAYING AND EXPECTING … AND ALSO, PLEASE CONSIDER COMING TO THE CHURCH OFFICE ON THURSDAY MORNINGS FROM 6:00 – 7:00 A.M. FOR DEVOTIONS WITH PASTOR GREGG. 
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